22                                   Finance

the initiative in regard to increases of taxation should also

vest by law in the same authority.

There is no definite statutory provision in the Indian
Constitution on the subject, as in the case of expenditure,
but the presidents of the two Chambers of the Indian
legislature have ruled that 'the Crown makes a demand,
the Crown proposes taxation, the legislature can reduce
the demand or the taxation, but it can neither increase the
demand nor can it increase the taxation, except at the
instance of a member of the government'.

It would be desirable to have such a provision in the new
Constitution, if asuitable clause to this effect could beframed.

Government Money Bills.

So far as the Government itself is concerned, under
section 67 (2} [a) of the Government of India Act, it is not
lawful, without the previous sanction of the Governor-
General, to introduce at any meeting of either Chamber of
the Indian legislature any measure 'affecting the public
revenues of India'.

It was pointed out during the debates that the previous
sanction of the Governor-General is inconsistent with the
principle of responsibility of the Executive and is unknown
to Dominion Constitutions. The Executive should be free
to propose any measure on its own responsibility, the
Governor-General having the power of reservation or
disallowance after the measure has been dealt with by the
legislature. It would be of interest to note that the Ceylon
Legislative Council only a short while ago passed without
a division a resolution stating that 'the provision for requir-
ing the previous consent of the Governor or the Secretary
of State for any class of legislation is objectionable in prin-
ciple and calculated to subvert the authority of the legisla-
ture and should be withdrawn5.